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Drilling pilot holes for
hinges screws is not one of my
favorite chores. No matter how
hard I try, it seems like there’s
always at least one hole where
the drill bit drifts off its mark.
When this happens, the best

solution I’ve found is to “move”
the hole.

This might sound impossible,
but if you take a look at the
drawings below, you’ll see how
easy it really is. All you have to
do is drill out the offending hole

with a larger-diameter drill bit.
(A Forstner bit works best.)
Then glue a face grain plug into
this hole. Finally, lay out the
correct location for the pilot
hole and re-drill the hole.

1Router Chipout

2Moving a Hole

There are few things more
frustrating than routing a profile on
the edge of a workpiece only to
have a sliver of wood blow out.
Fortunately, there’s an easy fix.

All you have to do is rout a rabbet
along the edge of the profile to

removed the damaged area (Step 1).
Then glue a slightly oversize filler
strip of matching wood into the
rabbet (Step 2). After planing or
sanding the filler strip flush with
your workpiece, you can rout a new
profile along the edge.

< Router chipout like this can be easily fixed
by removing the damaged area and gluing
in a filler strip.

5minor repairs for 

Major Mistakes

a. a.

Mistakes happen. And when they do,
you have to deal with them. Here�s a
look at some quick and easy fixes for
five common woodworking goofs.

STEP TWOSTEP ONE
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It’s not only mortises that
can give you problems. Some-times,
a tenon can snap off while you are
making a dry run to test the fit.
Here again, making an entirely new
replacement piece may not always
be the best option. In this case, you
can recut the tenon by gluing on a
new “end” to the workpiece.

To do this, start by trimming off
the damaged tenon at the shoulder.
Then cut a slot in the end of the
workpiece as shown in the drawing
at right. (This slot should be at least
1" deep.)

Next, cut a tongue on the end of a

scrap piece of stock to fit in the slot
in the workpiece. After gluing the
scrap piece into the slot, you can go
ahead recut the tenon.

There are few mistakes in
woodworking that can make you
feel as foolish as making a mor-
tise in the wrong spot on a work-
piece. If you have extra stock, it’s
probably easier to make a new
part. But if you’re working on
something more substantial (like
a heavy table leg) making a new
piece may not be an option.

In this case, the next best solution
is to “patch” the mortise. The
process is really pretty straightfor-
ward. Start by cutting a wood plug
to fit in the mortise. After gluing
it into the mortise, trim 1/8" off the
face of the workpiece. (The face
with the mortise.)

Next, cut a facing out of some
1/8"-thick stock and glue it to the
workpiece. (Try to match the
facing to the color and grain of
the workpiece as close as pos-
sible.) After trimming the facing
flush with the workpiece, you can
lay out the mortise in the correct
location.

Miter joints are notoriously
tricky when it comes to getting a
tight fit without any gaps. This next
tip has saved me on more than one
occasion.

If you have a miter joint that is
open just slightly, try “burnishing”
it closed. All you have to do is take
a burnisher (I use the round shank
of a screwdriver) and run it across
the edge of the open miter (from
bottom to top). as in the drawing at
right.

The burnisher closes up the joint
by “rolling over” the mitered ends of

the workpieces. Once the project is
finished, you’ll probably be the only
one that will know there was ever a
problem to begin with.

Note: This tip works well on
miters that are off
just slightly (1/32"
or so). If you have
a miter with a
larger gap, you’re
better off cutting
through the joint
and re-gluing the
pieces. W

Half Lap. You can repair a dam-
aged tenon by trimming it off and
gluing on a new piece of wood to
the end of the workpiece.

3Misplaced Mortise

5 Open Miters

4Damaged Tenon

{ Plugging a 
misplaced 
mortise allows
you to salvage
a workpiece.

{ Open miters like this are a
common problem. Burnishing
the miter closes up the gap and
makes the joint nearly invisible.

STEP TWOSTEP ONE


