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You have successfully downloaded your FREE PlansNOW members technique article.

This sample Tools & Technique article represents the same level of quality you'll find in
more than 200 woodworking projects and technique articles at PlansNOW, each ready for
immediate download to your computer!

As a PlansNOW Member, you'll save 20 percent on every downloadable item in the store.
Just enter this month's coupon code when completing your order at PlansNOW and the
discount will be applied to your total purchase.

Coupon Code for February 2004: PINE
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Techniques
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>>  Get the latest version of the FREE Adobe® Acrobat® Reader®.
For best results install version 5.0 or newer. This is a FREE download.
Click here or go to www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
>>  Clear memory. Most printing problems can be avoided by freeing up memory on your
computer and printer before printing from Acrobat Reader. Close all other programs that
may be running and turn off your printer for at least 15 seconds to flush printer memory.
>>  Get advanced printer help. Visit the Adobe Reader Support web site for detailed
instructions for troubleshooting common printer problems.
Click here or go to www.adobe.com/support/techdocs/150d6.htm

Tips for Trouble-Free Printing

Save 20% on every purchase!

Contact Us. Have a question about PlansNOW? We want to hear from you!
E-mail: > planman@augusthome.com Phone: > 1-800-333-5441 (Mon-Fri 8-5 Central time)

For plans that require unique or hard-to-find hardware and accessories, we may have a kit
available for purchase. Please contact Woodsmith Project Supplies for more information.

Need Hardware? Woodsmith Project Supplies 1-800-444-7527 
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TOOLS & TECHNIQUES SERIES

BUYING PINE

You’d think it would be easy to
walk into a lumberyard or

home center and buy a pine board.
But sometimes it gets confusing.

One way to simplify things is to
keep in mind that most of the pine
lumber you see can be divided into
three main groups: white, southern
yellow, and western yellow, see
photos at left.

WHITE PINE. As you’d expect,
white pine is the lightest in color.
It’s also the most lightweight.
One nice thing about white pine is
it has a subtle grain pattern. And
it machines well and takes a
finish better than the other pines.
That makes white pine ideal for
making furniture.

SOUTHERN YELLOW. You’ll also
find southern  yellow pine at some
lumberyards. Besides the fact it’s
considerably yellower than white
pine, it’s also quite a bit heavier.
And it’s hard as nails. (Don’t try to
drive a screw into it without
drilling a pilot hole.)

The striking thing about
southern yellow pine is the alter-
nating bands of light-colored ear-
lywood and darker latewood.
Run your hand across the board
and you can feel the difference in
coarseness.  This abrupt transi-
tion makes southern yellow pine
more difficult to work and
harder to finish.

WESTERN YELLOW. It goes
without saying that the pines in
the western yellow group are
yellow. But there’s not as dra-
matic a contrast between early-
wood and latewood.

A good deal of the lumber you
find at home centers falls in the
western yellow group. It’s an
excellent choice if you’re
building “country-style” knotty
pine furniture.

GRADE STAMPS. Even when you
know what to look for, it’s still
sometimes hard to tell one pine
from another. So look at the grade
stamp imprinted (or stapled) on
the board.

There’s no doubt whatsoever if
it’s stamped “white pine.” Some
white pine will also be stamped
‘IWP’ which stands for Idaho
White Pine.

Another grade stamp that’s not
obvious at first is SPIB. (No, it’s
not a soft drink.) It stands for the
Southern Pine Inspection Bureau.
So you’ll know right away you’re
dealing with southern yellow pine.

Finally, you may see two back-
to-back ‘Ps’. That’s ponderosa
pine. Sometimes you’ll see the ‘Ps’
combined with an ‘LP’ (for lodge-
pole pine). Either way, it’s one of
the western yellow pines.

SELECT & COMMON
Another thing to consider is the
grade of the lumber. Most grades
generally fall into two basic cate-
gories: select (or finish), and
common.

As a rule, a board that’s gener-
ally knot-free and consistent in
color is assigned one of the
“Select” or “Finish” grades. And if
there are more knots (or the color
is uneven) it’s one of the
“Common” grades.

{ With its light color, white pine (top) is easy to
distinguish from southern yellow pine (middle)
and the western yellow pines (bottom).
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< CCoommmmoonn.. A board that has
one of the common grades has
more knots, but it still has
plenty of usable lumber.

< SSeelleecctt.. Expect to find clear-
grained lumber with few (if any)
knots on a board assigned one
of the Select grades.

CAA..  LLoooossee  KKnnoottss.. A black ring
around a knot is a sign that a
knot will loosen up over time.

Tips on Selecting Pine

1 BBuuyy  CCoommmmoonn.. For small projects, buy
common boards and cut around the knots.

Buy select only if you need long, clear pieces.

2 AAvvooiidd  LLoooossee  KKnnoottss..  A saw blade can fling
loose knots out of the board. And they may

fall out of a project after assembly.

3 PPiittcchh  PPoocckkeettss.. The oozing sap in pitch
pockets will gum up blades and bits. And it

can bleed through a finish long after it dries.

4 PPiitthh.. Cut out the pith that runs lengthwise
down the center of a board to take advan-

tage of straight-grained wood on each side.

5 WWiiddee  GGrroowwtthh  RRiinnggss.. Steer clear of wide 
growth rings produced by fast growing

trees. It reduces the strength of the lumber.

6 CChheecckk  GGrraaddee  SSttaammppss.. If it’s difficult to 
identify the type of pine by the grain, the

grade stamps provide useful clues.
DD..  WWiiddee  GGrroowwtthh  RRiinnggss.. It means a
tree has grown fast. But at the
cost of strength and appearance.

CC..  PPiitthh.. It’s the very core of the
tree. But you’ll find it much too
soft to sand and finish. 

BB..  PPiittcchh  PPoocckkeettss..  These slits ooze
sap which gums up saw blades
and creates finishing problems.

COST. The thing to be aware of is that “Select” pine is consid-
erably more expensive than “Common.” So if you want to
build a project out of clear pine, you may be surprised to find
that it ends up costing as much as one made of oak or walnut.

The solution is simple. For the short pieces of a project, buy
“Common” boards and cut around the knots. Buy “Select”
only when you need long pieces.

DEFECTS
Besides working around the knots, there are also some
defects that you’ll want to avoid.

LOOSE KNOTS. Loose knots are easy to recognize, see
photo ‘A’ below. They slide back and forth in the knothole.
And in time they’re likely to fall out, leaving a hole in your
project. If the loose knots fly out when you’re cutting or
routing a board, they can be dangerous as well. 

PITCH POCKETS. Another defect to steer clear of is pitch
pockets, see photo ‘B.’ These are slits in the board that ooze
sap. The sap gums up saw blades and router bits. And it can
bleed through a finish long after the project is completed.

PITH. On some boards, the pith (core) of the tree runs
lengthwise down the center, see photo ‘C.’ It’s so soft you can
dig it out with your fingernail — too soft to sand or finish.
But there’s usually straight-grained wood on each side of the
pith. So if you’re making narrow rails or stiles, cut out the
pith to get the usable lumber. 

WIDE GROWTH RINGS. One final note. Some boards have
growth rings that are extremely far apart, see photo ‘D.’
This is the result of a tree that has grown too rapidly. These
boards tend to be a bit punky, so they’re not as strong. And
I find the grain pattern is less desirable. 
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